Message from the Director
For the past 22 years, the Museum & Cultural Center at 5ive
Points has served as the cultural hub for our community. When I
stepped into the role of Executive Director, cultural programming
in Cleveland was all but extinct due to the COVID pandemic.
Over the past year and a half, it has been my privilege and
pleasure to breathe life back into our museum and community by
revitalizing our programming efforts and creating fun and engaging
opportunities for our community to gather, learn, and grow. With
each event, concert, artist series, exhibit, and field trip, we tell the
story of our past and write the story of our future. I look forward to
that future with hope and confidence knowing that this organization
provides something that no other non-profit in our region provides:
a singular point for historical education, arts, and entertainment.
We could not be here without your support! Thank you for each
donation, membership, and gift gallery purchase. Thank you for
attending our events and bringing your children to see our exhibits.
Thank you for believing in the benefit and value of arts and culture
organizations. Most of all, thank you for the honor of serving this
community.

Lucy K. Rymer
Executive Director
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Where We’ve Been……
Music Under the Stars
A cultural event uniting community through various
forms of music.
We held 2 concerts last year drawing 500 community
members to enjoy a night of music and dancing.

History Happy Hour
We’ve celebrated the TN225, 25th Anniversary of
the Summer Olympics, Halloween, and Black Music
Appreciation Month. These well attended educational
evenings make learning fun for our community. In June
2022, The Museum & Cultural Center at 5ive Points
received the Award of Distinction from the East Tennessee
Historical Society for our community engagement efforts
with this lecture series.

Stitches in Time
The 2022 Stitches in Time Quilt Show was the best
yet! We welcomed over 400 visitors to the exhibits and
had more than 200 quilts on display. In addition, we
hosted quilting vendors, community service projects, and
workshops over the 4-day event.

Summer Fun
We’ve had so much fun spending the summers with the
children of Cleveland and Bradley County. With generous
support from our corporate sponsors and gala donors, we
were able to provide free summer camps to 75 children.
We partnered with Missoula Children’s Theater, Creative
Discovery Museum, and Bike Walk Cleveland to make
these camps educational and fun!
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People came from all around for our annual beer,
wine, and spirits festival celebrating regional drinks and
local fare. The day featured a courtyard filled with craft
brewers, local food vendors, and wine. We also featured a
VIP room with live jazz music, whiskey tastings, and food
from True at BHB.

Artist Series
Over the past year, we began regularly scheduled art
classes with a guest artist each month. Visitors of all ages
had fun learning different art mediums and expanding their
artistic abilities.

Coffee with a Curator
We started a new conversation series, Coffee with a
Curator. This Saturday morning program covers a wide
array of topics of interest. We talked buffalos with Greg
Vital, conservation with The Conservation Kid, Cash
Daniels, Cherokee history with Jamie Russell from Red
Clay State Park, and much more.

Field Trip and Trunk Shows
We welcomed students back in a big way last year with
schools from Bradley Co., Hamilton Co., and McMinn
Co. visiting for field trips and trunk presentations. We
made crafts, toured the exhibits, heard stories from the
Storyteller’s Guild, and put hands on history via our trunk
presentations.

Exhibit Updates
Local artist, Fred Wise, completed a mural depicting a
scene of the Ocoee River in our exhibit hall. The painting
brings a new energy and a means for visitors to consider
what they might experience on a trip down the Ocoee
River.
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Where We’re Going……
Name Change

To better reflect all that happens here, we are now
officially the Museum & Cultural Center at 5ive Points.
You’ll see this on our new logo, website, and social media
pages. We are excited about all the programming coming
up in the 2022/2023 year related to both parts of our
business and look forward to seeing you!

Free General Admission
Beginning July 1, 2022, general admission to the
Museum & Cultural Center at 5ive Points will be donation
based. Everyone deserves to hear the “story of the Ocoee
Region” and we want to make hearing it accessible to all
members of our community.

Membership Updates
Look for upgrades to your membership this year, such as
discounts on cultural center programming and member only
events. Membership will still include discounts in the gift
gallery, summer camps, and our business partners around
town. Also, anyone who joins at the Sponsor level or above
receives reciprocal memberships at museums all over the
United States.

Smithsonian Affiliation
We are excited to partner with the Smithsonian Institute
on several upcoming programs.
• National Youth Summit – We are pleased to be a
Regional Summit Host for this nationwide event that
raises the question of “how do the stories we tell about
the past effect the democracy of our future?”. Look for
more about this event happening in September 2022.
• Observing with NASA – From September 2022
to November 2022, we will host an observing with
NASA kiosk in our lobby. Come control your OWN
telescope using the MicroObservatory Robotic
Telescope Network.
• The Color of Care – We will be screening the Color
of Care, a documentary produced by Oprah regarding
access to healthcare during the COVID pandemic.
Look for more information soon about our kick-off
event and community partnerships.
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Won’t You Join Us For......
History Happy Hour – Polo, folk art, and tartans…
what do these things have in common??? They are all
part of our upcoming History Happy Hour series! Join us
throughout the 22/23 season for this fun and informative
lecture series.
Music Under the Stars – Mambo and Mardi Gras – Music
Under the Stars is heating up this season with a night of
Latin jazz on October 13, 2022 followed by a New Orleans
style brass band on February 21, 2023. Join us for this
community event celebrating culture through live jazz
music and dance.
Exhibits
Bendabout Farms – A History Worth Sharing –
Opening August 11th, come learn about the history of
Bradley County through the lens of Bendabout Farms.
From Cherokee Removal to modern day conservation,
Bendabout Farms has experienced it all. See how the
history of land use at this local property played a part in
creating the community we are today.
Telling the Story of the Ocoee Region – Photography
Contest – Calling all photographers! We are asking
regional photographers to submit photos that “Tell the
Story of the Ocoee Region”. This contest will be judged
by Pulitzer Prize winning Chattanooga born photographer,
Robin Hood. Photos will be judged in September and
displayed throughout the winter.
Howard Finster Folk Art – Opening November 18th –
Experience the art of Howard Finster, one of America’s
most famous folk artists. With 20 originals and more than
100 pieces of art and memorabilia on display, this exhibit
is sure to be one you won’t forget!
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Please join us in celebrating
our mission and commitment
to our Ocoee Region. We
need your help to continue to
reach all of our community.
Would you be able to make
a gift today of $1,000, $500,
$250, $100, $50 or whatever is
comfortable for you?
“Time is a river…of people, places and
events…strong in its current, swift in its
movement.” This is a variation of a quote by
Marcus Aurelius. I’ve seen it on old brochures
and letters around the office, and I’m sure it
was meditated on heavily during the founding
of our Museum where we call the lobby
“The River of Time.” This quote reflects the
essence of so many aspects of our region,
both literally and figuratively, and is certainly
true of all the activity that happened at the
Museum & Cultural Center at 5ive Points
over the past year. However, it’s the second
part of this quote that I like to look forward
to “an irresistible flood sweeping up men and
events and carrying them headlong, one after
the other, to the great sea of being.” With your
help, we will become that irresistible flood
creating community as we gather, learn, and
grow from one event, exhibit, and idea to the
next telling our stories along the way for future
generations to come.

Lucy K. Rymer
Executive Director
P.S. None of this is possible without you and
your support and dedication to the Museum &
Cultural Center at 5ive Points. Please use the
enclosed envelope and send us $1,000, $500,
$250, $100, $50 or a comfortable amount for
you.

Mission Statement
The Museum & Cultural Center at 5ive Points is a
regional museum, cultural, and arts center, telling the
story of the Ocoee Region. It is a place for members of
the community to gather, learn, and grow, by connecting
with our past and present, while dreaming about the
future. Whether through a history or art exhibit, creative
workshop, music, or cultural event, or one of many
children’s education programs. The Museum & Cultural
Center at 5ive Points provides a way to enlighten
our diverse community through self-discovery, and
scholarship.
*** A place to gather, learn, and grow through history,
art, exhibits, workshops, music, and educational
programs for all ages.***

Go to our website and
make a donation today!

The Museum & Cultural Center at 5ive Points
belongs to all of us. For more information about
planned giving and other ways to give, contact us:
Mary Ollie Newman, Development Director
(423) 339-5745
monewman@museumcenter.org

200 Inman Street, East
Cleveland, TN 37311
museumcenter.org
(423) 339-5745

